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SUMMARY 

 
Dr. Wilde holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Rochester, where his areas of concentration 

were Labor Economics and General Equilibrium Theory. From 1976 to 1992, he was a professor at the 

California Institute of Technology, where his research focused on consumer behavior, industrial 

organization, and law and economics. He has numerous academic publications and has been awarded a 

variety of research grants and fellowships including 11 National Science Foundation Grants, a Fellowship 

in Civil Liability from the Yale Law School, and a Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship. He 

became a full-time economic consultant in 1992. 

 

EDUCATION 
 

• Ph.D., Economics, University of Rochester 

• M.A., Economics, University of Rochester 

• B.A., Mathematics, University of Iowa 

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

• California Institute of Technology 

• Indian Statistical Institute 

• Yale University 

• University of Chicago 

• University of Rochester 

 
NON-ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 

• Gnarus Advisors LLC 

• LECG, LLP 

• Charles River Associates, Inc. 

• Arthur Andersen LLP' 

• Arthur Andersen Economic Consulting 

• Putnam, Hayes & Bartlett, Inc. 
 

EDITORIAL AND POLICY BOARDS 

• Policy Board, Journal of Consumer Research (1983-1994) 

• Editorial Board, Journal of Consumer Research (1982-1986) 

mailto:louiswilde@gmail.com


Dr. Wilde has consulted and testified in a wide range of areas such as real estate, antitrust, intellectual 

property, labor, toxic tort, entertainment, contract, and environmental economics. Examples of Dr. 

Wilde’s real estate and environmental economics work, which has included cost allocation, natural 

resource damage assessment, and property value diminution, are the following: 

 

• A proposed class of over 20,000 residential property owners alleged loss of use damages due to 
a months-long release of natural gas from a storage facility in northern Los Angeles. The damages 
expert for the plaintiffs, an appraiser, proposed a novel methodology for measuring loss-of-use 

damages on a classwide basis. Dr. Wilde’s rebuttal report showed that the proposed methodology 
was incomplete, relied on counterfactual assumptions, and violated basic economic principles. 
The court denied certification.    

 

• A midwestern state filed a multi-billion-dollar NRDA claim against a large manufacturing 
company for contamination of publicly owned surface water and groundwater. The damages 
expert for the plaintiff relied primarily on a repeat-sales analysis of property values for 

groundwater damages and an angler survey for surface water damages, along with several 
“supporting” analyses. Dr. Wilde’s rebuttal analysis showed that the repeat sales model was 
unreliable and that there were no effects on property values, and that the angler survey instrument 
was biased and failed to follow a number of well-known and commonly accepted guidelines for 
stated preference surveys. 

 

• A proposed class of 827 single-family residential properties, 521 condominiums, and various 
other properties located in St. Petersburg claimed 20% to 30% diminution in value due to 
groundwater contamination. Dr. Wilde’s rebuttal analysis showed no effect on property values. In 
approving a settlement that excluded any amounts for property value diminution, the court stated 
that “plaintiffs and their counsel have represented that … there is no statistical evidence of any 

diminution in property values in the area according the work of the [plaintiff and defense damages 
experts].” 

 

• A class of approximately 900 residential property owners in Denver alleged, among other things, 
nuisance, loss of use and property value diminution from contamination of groundwater. Dr. 
Wilde’s analysis, which included hedonic regression models, showed no effect on property values. 

A jury awarded approximately $2 million for nuisance and loss of use and nothing for property 
value diminution. 

 

• A class of over 20,000 residential and non-residential property owners alleged loss of use 
damages and property value diminution from contamination of groundwater underlying a large 
portion of South Scottsdale. Dr. Wilde’s analysis, which again included hedonic regression 
models, showed no effect on property values. A jury ruled for the plaintiffs regarding liability 

but awarded no damages. 
 

Examples of Dr. Wilde’s non-environmental work are the following: 

 

• In a case involving nearly one thousand Peruvians who claimed they were injured by the accidental 

release of a toxic substance along a mountain highway and in three rural villages, Dr. Wilde 

traveled to Peru to observe local lifestyles and the local economy, and to collect primary data 

regarding education, employment, and income. Dr. Wilde subsequently testified on damages for 

the defendant in arbitration in the U.S. 

 
• Dr. Wilde was retained by the defendant in a high-profile sex discrimination case involving female 

professionals in the international division of a U.S. brokerage firm. Dr. Wilde’s work included 

classic statistical analyses related to the pattern and practice of the defendant with respect to the 



promotion and compensation of female professionals as well as analyses of individual and class 

damages. 
 
• For a Fortune 500 cellular telephone manufacturer, Dr. Wilde provided expert testimony on a 

number of issues related to fixed and mobile cellular products. These included damages resulting 

from design and utility patent infringement related to mobile technologies, and both liability and 

damages associated with alleged violations of antitrust laws related to fixed technologies. 

 
• Dr. Wilde was retained by the plaintiff to estimate damages in a private antitrust lawsuit involving 

the market for internet browsers. His work included a but-for analysis of the market for internet 

browsers and the estimation of lost profits in that market and related markets. 

 
• In a class action overtime pay case involving automobile service technicians, Dr. Wilde conducted 

a random sample of historical documents and performed a statistical analysis of the extent to which 

the technicians had earned at least minimum wages. He testified at trial regarding his results as 

well as the sampling protocol and statistical analysis of the plaintiffs’ damages expert regarding 

“waiting time.” 
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